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If, for example, a particular product i “fit for a king”’
only when prepared according to meticulous standards, with great
emphasis on method of production, spices,. seasoriings, and the like -
— then-does a cheaper, commercial brand of the same item which is
clearly of inferier quality also fall within the scope of the laws of :

bishul akum? Or is it only the kind of food which is a relevant :
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factor in "applying the law? Does the issur apply equally and
impartially to french fried potatoes and potatoes au gratin? 3
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2. Our warking definition of shulchan melachim is food that is
prepared in a way that is suitable to be served at a formal dinner,
such as a wedding or the like. We always treated potato chips as not
oleh al shulchan melachim for that reason

Juarne| f Holache « Codempornry Socidly Vil p.73
" This controversy between the Rosh and the Rashba is reflected
_in the Shulchan Aruch. R. Yosef Kara, author of the Shulchan
Aruch, decides in favor of the Rashba; the Ramo in his gloss to
Shulchan Aruch favors the Rosh, (This leads again to differences in
_ Ashkenazic and Sephardic practice.) The Shach points out that the
majority of poskim follow the Rosh in this matter.2 :
The relevance of the above discussion becomes of crucial
importance in the approval of certain cooked, frozen foods for~
kosher consumption. In many cases, frozen food manufacturers
‘produce items which are to be heated in the home, but this
“heating” actually completes the cooking processes and does not
merely warm the food. In such a case, even if the frozen food is
partially cooked by non-Jews, since the process is finished by the
Jew in his own kitchen, the issur of bishul akum would not apply
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(if we accept the argument of the Rosh). However, if the frozen
food is actually totally cooked and needs merely to be heated, but
does not undergo a qualitative change, then the issur of bishul
akum would apply.

The difference in halacha is noted by R. Akiva Eiger, who
quotes the Prisha to the effect that mere warming is not considered
as if the Jew completed the cocking process.2t
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= Can hishul Yisroel be achieved by setting a timer that will ignite the oven at set
intervals? No. Since the Yehudi does not perform direct lighting of the oven it would not qualify
for bishul Yisroel. in commercial settings (e.g. hotels, hospitals or factories} where large boilers
provide the steam for the cooking equipment, bishul Yisroel requirements would be fulfilled i the
Yehudi flips a switch or presses a bution that directly ignites a boiler. o

if the action that is done by the Yehudi causes an indirect lighting of the oven, that action would
not qualify for bishuf Yisroel Hence, dialing a maviber that in turn trips a switch that in tumn lights
an oven wauld be considered a “grama®, an indirect action that would not qualify for bishuf

Yisroel,
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Microwaves
There is a machickos
haposkim whether food cooked in a mictowave is su
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laws of bishul akum. The rays produced by the microwave heat

any liguid that is contained in the food that is being cooked. The

heated liquid then cooks any dry solids in the food. Some paskim

maintain that bishul akum is not applicable since fire is not being

used to coock the food, and such a method of cooking was nof

prohibited by Chazaf.11 Other poskim maintain that it is forbidden

nonetheless, since nowadays it is considersd 2 normal way of

cooking. in addition, the cooked food is almost identical in taste to :
food cooked over a fire, and therefore a micrawave would be included @
in Chazal's enactment of bishuf akum .z Reheating precocked ‘

foods in a microwave by a goy is definitely permitted 12
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